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2 STEELMANS 


Promise Of A New School 


In the fall and winter months, the mothers of a community that 
was later to become known as Steelmans would arise early in the 
mornings in order to get their children off to school. They would dress 
the children in their woolen clothes and start them out in the cold 
before sunrise and on short winter days it would be dark before 
they arrived home nearly frozen; these mothers were anxious for their 
children to have an education but they did not like to see their little 
ones so tired and cold, so they began wondering why they could not 
have a school in their community. Finally two mothers, Jane Steelman 
and Jane Cain persuaded their husbands, S. L. Steelman and J. L. 
Cain to go before the Board of Education and ask for a school. These 
two men drove to Statesville in a buggy, a distance of twenty-three 
miles over a rough muddy road; when they arrived in Statesville it was 
too late to go before the Board that day but the next morning they 
went to the County Superintendent’s office and told him the condi- 
tion of their community; Steelman said if they could have a school 
he would give the land and the men in the community would cut the 
logs for the lumber to build the house. The Superintendent was very 
much impressed with their sincerity and told them there was not much 
money for schools but the county would pay a teacher to teach the 
school. Soon after the two men returned home with the good news, 
Mr. Steelman made a deed to enough land for a school and playground 
near a good spring; this land was a corner of a farm Robert Carson 
bought of his brother Andrew W. Carson in the year 1834 and several 
years later S. L. Steelman bought this tract of land from H. C. Cowles. 


A Bill Of Lumber Cut 


As soon as the weather would permit, the men cut some logs for 
the schoolhouse and in April of 1880 Mr. Steelman and Mr. Cain 
sawed the lumber which consisted of 392 feet of three-fourths inch 
plank, 507 feet of inch plank, 308 feet of weather boards and 113 feet 
of sheeting. This sawbill emounted to $4.76%4e and it was paid in full 
October 25, 1881. The next bill of lumber was sawed in 1882, this 
bill was for 118 feet of ceiling, 16142 feet of sheeting, 82 feet of floor- 
ing posts, 32 feet of sheeting, this bill amounted to $1.4742c and was 
paid in full February 5, 1882. 


At last the carpenters had some lumber to start building the house 
and the sound of the hammers and saw was music to the ears of the 
mothers and children. 


Some More Lumber Needed 


Steelman and Cain were partners in a Government Distillery and 
they had some pieces of iumber at their place of business that were 
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needed at the schoolhouse. One day, one of the neighbors, John 
Wallace, came to the still and Mr. Steelman told him if he would 
carry the lumber to the schoolhouse and not throw it down he would 
give him a dollar, Mr. Wallace agreed and finally succeeded in getting 
the lumber on his shoulder; after carrying the lumber nearly half a 
mile to where the carpenters were at work on the house he threw 
the lumber down and demanded his pay, but Mr. Steelman said ‘John, 
you threw the lumber down therefore I do not owe you anything.” 


Ready For School 


At last the happy day arrived when the house was ready for 
school. The benches had been made and the school committee 
appointed. They hired Isom Vestal to teach in 1882 and he taught, 
with the exception of one year which was taught by Walter Mackie, 
until Christmas of 1891 when he was taken sick and died in January 
of 1892. James Martin finished the term of school. 


Skating Rink And Knot Holes 


The schoolhouse was just a small building with the door in the 
north end. School never started until the cotton was picked and the 
corn gathered. By that time winter weather had set in and there was 
plenty of ice in front of the door for the children to skate on or go 
sleigh-riding as the ice never melted until nearly spring. 


Since the building was only sealed up to the bottom of the win- 
dows there were knot holes where the children could peep through 
at the traffic, which consisted of wagons, buggies, horseback riders, 
or someone walking as the road was near the school. Sometimes the 
teacher would catch a student peeping through a knot hole and 
would make the culprit stand with his or her nose in the hole. These 
knot holes were also used by the courting couples. The boys would 
write notes to the girls then ask the teacher if they could chop some 
wood when all they really wanted to do was stick a note through the 
knothole to their girl friends. 


Somewhere around 1911 Bob Gaither of Harmony was hired to 
build more to the house and ceil it so all the knotholes were covered. 
The door was made in the south end and that was the end of the ice 
around the door. Soon after this improvement fourteen patent desks 
were installed but the best of the benches were kept for recitation 
use. 


Library 


In the fall of 1913 the School Committee hired J. S. Grose to 
teach; he saw the great need for books and was told if the school 
would raise a certain amount of money the county would pay some 
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or a library, therefore Mr. Grose set about raising some money by 
having a box supper sale. He invited Rev. T. A. Caudle, pastor of the 
church in the community, to auction the boxes to the highest bidders. 
The proceeds of the sale were used in purchasing books and a book- 
case. Later on, the school had another box supper and purchased 
more books. 


The children were taught the proper way to care for the books 
and that books were to read and enjoy; they were told if they would 
read a certain number of books they would receive a reading certifi- 
cate. The teacher appointed Tracy Grose as the librarian and soon 
the children were enjoying an opportunity they never had before. 


A Stepping Stone 


Although Steelmans was just a small school in number it was one 
of the outstanding schools. Its students ranked among the champion 
spellers of the county; Bessie Cain won a trip to Raleigh, Stamie Cain 
and many others had honourable mention as being tops in spelling. 
In the forty-four years of the life of the little school it sent out 
ministers, teachers, funeral directors, industrial workers, and farmers, 
ali law-abiding citizens. 


Many of the teachers at Steelmans made a career of teaching and 
for the others it was a stepping stone to another career. Among these 
were James Martin who became a Baptist Minister, Avery Steelman, 
a depot inspector for the railroad, Eugene Trivette, an outstanding 
lawyer, Nathan Trivette, a Methodist minister, Houston Chamberlain, 
dentist, Clyde Nicholson, medical doctor, Bruce Reavis, funeral director. 


The teachers had no way of traveling except by horseback or 
walking and some of them lived five miles or more from the school. 
One such was Nathan Trivette; the first year he taught at Steelmans 
he rode a mule and many mornings it was so cold he would come 
into the school room with ice tags on his moustache. On snowy or 
rainy days one of the boys would take the mule to his home, which 
was not far from the school, so it could be under a shelter then in 
the afternoon this boy would go after the mule for the teacher. 
Some of the teachers boarded in the community and some, Ruel John- 
son, Elgie Renegar, J. R. Joyner, and others who walked a long dis- 
tance would go home with their pupils on rough days. The children 
felt it a great honor for their teacher to spend a night with them. 
These teachers held a high standard for the children; they not only 
taught the three Rs but how to grow into respectable, law-abiding 
citizens and one very seldom heard of one of the Steelmans students 
in trouble with the law. 


The writer remembers very distinctly two of the teachers who 
would humiliate the children when they did not know their lesson 
or for whispering. They would throw the books under the bench or 
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draw a picture by the word they misspelled, and for whispering it was 
walk the nail heads in the floor, a chalk line, or the boys made to stand 
on a bench wearing a girl’s bonnet. Girls who whispered, stood on a 
bench wearing a boy’s hat. This punishment was so humiliating they 
did not commit the same offense many times. 


In the fall of 1924 the death knell began to ring for the beloved 
little school. The County Superintendent, Miss Celeste Henkel, told 
the School Committee if they would give up their school she would 
send the children to better school. The committee finally asked her 
to give them one more year, which she did, and Miss Lucille Yount 
was hired for the fall of 1925 and spring of 1926. Miss Henkel then 
told the committee the children would be sent to Joyners, a two- 
teacher school but this did not suit the parents of the children. The 
committee told Miss Henkel she promised a better school than Steel- 
mans but Joyners was not any better and they demanded their children 
be sent to Harmony. The next question was, ‘‘Who would drive the 
school bus from that side?’ Then it was agreed that that one of the 
Steelmans students, Bessie Cain, could drive; so she was the first bus 
driver from that section. 


Miss Della Arnold 


Teacher In One-Room Schoolhouses 
By Jeanette Reid 
“T want my children to have an easier time than I had.” 


This statement worries Miss Della Arnold as she hears more and 
more parents make it. 


“By giving their children everything material and making life 
easy,” she said, ‘these parents are robbing their children of the very 
things that make fine men and women.” 


A friendly, outspoken woman of 80 years, Miss Arnold taught 
in the state’s public schools for 50 years. The list of her students 
includes prominent men and women in every profession, including 
some of the state’s leaders. 


Need To Strive 


“Parents now,” she said during a recent interview, “fail to realize 
that young people should have to strive for things, have goals, and do 
without some of the things they want.” 


“Only by realizing the problems of other people,” she said, ‘‘can 
men and women develop adequate personalties capable of dealing 
with humanity, a necessary ability regardless of profession or mode 
of life.” 
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First Term 


Miss Arnold retired from teaching ten years ago, since then she 
has served on the Harmony School Board and has taken an active 
interest in education. She does her own driving, cooking, and sewing 
but still has time to discuss her first days in teaching with visitors 
who drop by. 


In the fall of 1905 as a slender brunette 20 years old, she taught 
her first term of four months in the one-room Steelmans School in 
North Iredell County. 


Miss Arnold said, “I had a hard time getting that school. I was 
just a poor, lame, country girl with no political or rich friends to help 
me. I rode horseback to apply for the school. I had never seen a 
college and was not even a high school graduate. There were three 
men on the committee and two of them I will name, Mr. Tom Wallace, 
still living, and Mr. Jim Reavis, who passed away several years ago. 
These two favored my election but there was strong opposition from 
ethers who favored an experienced teacher with a first grade certifi- 
cate. 


Well they sent in a petition to the county superintendent saying 
JT was not qualified to teach and that I had tuberculosis. The county 
superintendent, Mr. Steel, replied that he had graded most of my 
examination papers and that I would make a good second grade or 
first grade teacher. I made second grade, but after that I made first 
grade. 


Health Certificate 


“Mr. Steel asked me to get a health certificate, which I did, 
causing Dr. M. A. Royall to laugh heartily when I told him what 
I wanted. He wanted to know if the people had seen me as I was 
the very picture of health. I passed all the requirements and was 
elected. 


“T lived most of that year with the widow of a Confederate Soldier, 
doing my own cooking. We would sit in front of the large fireplace 
at night to read, talk and think. I relived the Civil War with her. 
Sure, I had plenty of time to grade papers and prepare lessons for 
the next day.” 


The building at that time was only half of the final building 
before it was torn down. In 1905 the structure was sealed only to the 
bottom of the windows. The overhead ceiling was just planks laid 
across and the desks and benches were handmade. 


Pupils had to cut most of the wood from the surrounding forest to 
use in the wood stove. “Sometimes,” she said, “the ceiling near the 
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stove pipe would catch on fire, but no one panicked, the fire was easy 
to see so we put it out. 


There was a large water bucket with a dipper and the pupils 
carried the drinking water from a spring at the bottom of the hill, 
raking the leaves out to get water. We all drank from the same dipper 
and I don’t think the word ‘germ’ even appeared in any of the text 
books.” 


Today, 21 of the 35 students in grades one through seven which 
Miss Arnold taught in 1905 are living, 60 years later. They held a 
reunion recently and fourteen of the twenty-one were able to attend. 


After one year at Steelmans, Miss Arnold went to Center School 
in Yadkin County, then White Oak in Bladen, before coming back 


to her native Hamptonville. She also taught several years in Wilkes 
County schools as well as at Harmony. 


Miss Arnold lives alone in her white frame house but her friends 
and former pupils keep her supplied with fruits, vegetables and meats, 
which she freezes and cans. She remembers others, too, and sends 
jams and canned goods to shut-ins or needy families. She has also 
helped send seven or eight boys and girls through school. 


Growing up on a farm, Miss Arnold got enough money from 
raising a calf to send herself to Yadkinville Academy. She boarded 
at Principal Zeno Dixon’s home for one dollar a week. 


The first year she taught school she was paid $20.00 a month or 
$80 for the term. Her brother drove her to Statesville in a buggy 
to collect her pay at the end of the year. 


“IT was almost afraid to drive back through the covered bridge 
at Hunting Creek,” she said, “thinking that I might be robbed. I had 
never had that much money before.” 


While not advocating the return to the one-room ‘school house, 
Miss Arnold worries about the effects of huge numbers of students 
in new consolidated high schools and the concentration on expensive 
equipment. 


Mechanical Schools 


She was one of the people who recently worked to have two 
ccnsolidated high school of about 800 students each in North Iredell 
instead of one big high school of about 1,500. She said she based 
her views on educators views and various studies of the best size 
for a student body. “In making machines out of our schools we are 
leaving off character-building and moral-influencing. It’s not the 
fine building,’ she added, “but the teachers and the students who 
determine how good an education a boy or girl receives.” 


Register of Public School in District No. 81, County of Iredell, 
White Race, State of North Carolina, beginning Nov. 25, 1895, J. A. 
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Steelman, teacher. Term, 2 months and 17 days. School Committee: 
J. L. Cain and C. L. Steelman. Books used: Harrington Spelling 
Beok, Holmes and McGuffey’s Readers, Moore’s History of North 
Carolina, Sanford’s Arithmetic, Maury’s Georgraphy, Harvey’s English 
Grammar. Teacher’s salary: $20.00 per month, 


Name of pupils: L. C. Renegar, R. H. Cain, Maude Renegar, L. O. 
Steelman, P. J. Roberts, Bertha Roberts, L. C. Harp, D. R. Roberts, 
Sam Chamberlain, M. L. Renegar, J. E. Renegar, K. B. Cain, M. B. 
Reavis, J. P. Reavis, D. M. Reavis, T. L. Barnard, Lillie Barnard, 
Stella Barnard, Filmore Cox, Lucy Roberts, K. C. Renegar, Grover 
Barnard, J. C. Renegar, Flauda Steelman, R. O. Renegar, Elgie Renegar. 
School closed February 18, 1896. 


Register of Public School in District No. 81, County of Iredell, 
White Race, State of North Carolina. Term 45 days, commencing 
Nov. 9, 1896. Books used: Harrington’s Spelling Book, Holmes and 
McGuffey’s Readers, Sanford’s Arithmetic, Robinson’s Algebra. School 
Committee: J. L. Cain, C. L. Steelman, and T. G. Wallace. Teacher’s 
salary: $20.00. Teacher, J. A. Steelman. 


Name of pupils: Robert Cain, Lonnie Steelman, Flauda Steelman, 
Manie Steelman, Fairly Wallace, Flora Nicholson, John Nicholson, 
Minnie Reavis, David Reavis, Pinkney Reavis, Elgie Renegar, Sam 
Chamberlain, Pleas Roberts, Bertha Roberts, Maude Renegar, Katie 
Renegar, Coston Renegar, Stella Barnard, Lillie Barnard, Lee Barnard, 
Grover Barnard, Rome Renegar, Jennie Renegar, Lena Renegar, Katie 
Cain, Lena Harp, Josephine Harp, Stamie Cain, Lucy Roberts, James 
Harp, Henry Harp. School closed January 16, 1897. 


No record of a school in the fall of 1897 and spring of 1898. 


At the close of J. A. Steelman’s school record we find the follow- 
ing record. 


Head marks for 1896-97. 


Lillie Barnard .................. 1 Fillmore Cox 
IVISSV AUR CAVIS) 4 nctescaeentess 7 Minnie Reavis .................... 4 
DB: Roberts), ...heccc4cn.cccses 4 Lena Harp .. Taco, 4 
Ts CO REMC PAI cae amsces sa casecote: 6 Katie Cain eee aD 
eG arp aheeciescsstetaneates 2 Lillie Barnard .................... 1 
Ker B aC alien ccs ce iaes corts 3 Josephine Harp .................. 2 
TP Wie BArMand) os niccesseoese 1 Henry? Hat pe cz cc<csacstanexncoen il 
P. J. Roberts James Harp 
Stella Barnard Lee Barnard 


This record in the school record did not please the School Com- 
mittee so they wrote in the register the following: 


“This is no place for head marks to be recorded, if Avery Steel- 
man could not afford paper enough if he had only called on the 
committee they would furnished it rather than have this Register 
marked up in such a way as this.” 
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Register of Public School in District No. 14, County of Iredell, 
White Race. Term 3 months and 7 days, commencing Nov. 22, 1898. 
Teacher: Alice Steelman, Teacher’s salary: $18.00 per month. Books 
used: Sanford’s Arithmetic, Harrington’s Speller, Harvey’s Grammar, 
Maury’s Geography, and Holmes Reader. Names of School Committee: 
Dr. J. B. Angle, J. C. Joyner, J. M. Smith. 


Names of pupils: John Nicholson, Flora Nicholson, Suda Reavis, 
Minnie Reavis, Fairly Wallace, Neelie Wallace, Minnie V. Reavis, 
Rhoda Reavis, J. P. Reavis, David Reavis, Stokely Tally, R. H. Cain, 
Maude Renegar, Katie Renegar, Viola Copley, Neet Copley, Stamie 
Cain, Clyde Cain, Nellie Cain, J. H. Reavis, Rome Renegar, Earl Cain, 
Arthur Mayberry, P. R. Harp. School closed March 2, 1899. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. Term, 4 months, commencing Dec. 11, 1899. Teacher: 
Charles Smith. Books used: Holmes Readers, Harrington’s and Web- 
ster’s Spellers, Harvey’s Revised Grammar, Maury’s Manual, Geogra- 
phy, and Sanford’s Arithmetic. School Committee: P. A. Renegar, 
T. G. Wallace, and Jas. W. Reavis. Teacher’s salary: $19.00 per month. 


Names of pupils: John Reavis, Suda Reavis, Minnie Reavis, Pink- 
ney Reavis, Minnie V. Reavis, David Reavis, Rheda Reavis, Robert 
Cain, Stamie Cain, Nellie Cain, Clyde Cain, Earl Cain, Fairly Wallace, 
Neelie Wallace, Rome Renegar, Katy Renegar, Viola Copley, Neet 
Copley, Arthur Mayberry, Marvin Mayberry, Flauda Steelman, Manie 
Steelman, Lee Myers, Luke Myers, Maude Renegar, Persie Harp. 
Very big freshet the twelfth of April, only 5 present. April 16, teacher 
visited Dr. Bell Gaither, dentist. April 28, last day of school. Sleet. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. Commencing Nov. 26, 1900. Teacher: J. M. Wooten. 
Teacher’s salary: $18.00. School Committee: T. G. Wallace, J. M. 
Reavis and P. A. Renegar. Books used: Sanford’s Arithmetic, Maury’s 
Geography, Eggleston’s History of U. S. Holmes and McGuffey’s 
Readers, Harvey’s Grammar, Moore’s History of N. C. and Harrington’s 
Speller. Term of school, 4 months and 5 days. 


Names of pupils: Minnie Reavis, Suda Reavis, David Reavis, Rhoda 
Reavis, George Reavis, Pinkney Reavis, Fairly Wallace, Neelie Wallace, 
Annie Wallace, Katy Renegar, Rome Renegar, Jennie Renegar, Manie 
Steelman, Flauda Steelman, Dallas Grose, Stamie Cain, Neelie Cain, 
Clyde Cain, Earl Cain, Stokely Talley, Arthur Mayberry, Marvin May- 
berry, Viola Copley, Neet Copley, Lee Barnard, Lillie Barnard, Grover 
Barnard, Hugh Barnard, Minnie V. Reavis. School closed March 29. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. State of North Carolina for Nov. 1901, J. M. Wooten, 
teacher. Salary: $18.00. Term, 4 months. School Committee: J. W. 
Reavis, P. A. Renegar, and T. G. Wallace. Books used: Sanford’s and 
Cowlow and Elwood’s Arithmetic, Holmes Readers, Harrington’s 
Speller and Harvey’s Grammar. 
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Pupils’ names: Minnie Reavis, Suda Reavis, Carl Reavis, Fairly 
Wallace, Neelie Wallace, Annie Wallace, Manie Steelman, Flauda 
Steelman, Katie Renegar, Rome Renegar, Edna Renegar, Marvin Rene- 
gar, Earl Cain, Stamie Cain, Nellie Cain, Clyde Cain, Pinkney Reavis, 
David Reavis, Rhoda Reavis, Dallas Grose, Viola Copley, Neet Copley, 
Stokely Tally, Gracie Talley, Harrison Grose. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. State of North North Carolina. Commencing Nov. 24, 
1902. Teacher: J. M. Wooten. Salary per month: $18.00. School 
Committee: T. G. Wallace, P. A. Renegar, and J. W. Reavis. Books 
used: Sanford’s, Cowlow and Edward’s Arithmetic, Holmes Readers, 
Moore’s History of N. C., Maury’s Georgraphy, Harvey’s Grammar, 
Harrington’s and Webster’s Spelling. 


Names of pupils: Minnie Reavis, Suda Reavis, Carl Reavis, Nellie 
Cain, Pinkney Reavis, David Reavis, Rhoda Reavis, Earl Cain, Viola 
Copley, George Reavis, Bruce Reavis, Stamie Cain, Clyde Cain, Dewey 
Cain, Fairly Wallace, Neelie Wallace, Annie Wallace, Arthur Mayberry, 
Marvin Mayberry, Walter Mayberry, Neet Copley, Harrison Grose, 
Joe Grose, Moody Grose, Lillie Barnard, Grover Barnard, Hugh Barn- 
ard, Hobert Barnard, Minnie Eldridge, Talmadge Cain. School closed 
February 24, 1903. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. State of North Carolina, beginning July 27, 1903. Teacher: 
J. M. Wooten, Teacher’s salary: $20.00 per month. School Committee: 
T. G. Wallace, J. W. Reavis and P. A. Renegar. Books used: Cowlow 
and Elwood’s Arithmetic, Beuhler’s & Hyde’s Grammar, Maury’s Geog- 
raphy, Holmes Readers, Moore’s History, Steels Physiology. 


Names of pupils: Pinkney Reavis, David Reavis, Rhoda Reavis, 
George Reavis, Bruce Reavis, Harrison Grose, Joe Grose, Moody Grose, 
Arthur Mayberry, Walter Mayberry, Viola Copley, Neet Copley, Neelie 
Wallace, Annie Wallace, Reatha Wallace, Grover Barnard, Hugh 
Barnard, Gracie Talley, Earl Cain, Nellie Cain, Clyde Cain, Stamie 
Cain, Fairley Wallace. School closed August 20, 19038. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race. State of North Carolina. Term: 3 months and seven days, 
commencing Nov. 23, 1903. Eugene Trivette, teacher. Teacher’s 
salary: $20.00 per month. School Committee: J. W. Reavis, T. G. 
Wallace and P,. A. Renegar. Books used: U. S. History, N. C. History, 
Cowlow & Edward’s Arithmetic, Harrington’s Spelling Book, Manual 
& Primary Geography, Beuhler’s Grammar. 


Names of pupils: Minnie V. Reavis, Rhoda Reavis, Jas. P. Reavis, 
David M. Reavis, George Reavis, Bruce Reavis, Minnie L. Reavis, 
Carl Reavis, Gracie Talley, Maggie Steelman, Henderson Steelman, 
Harrison Grose, Joe Grose, Moody Grose, Dallas Grose, Roid Grose, 
Viola Copley, Neet Copley, Fairley Wallace, Neelie Wallace, Annie 
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Wallace, Reatha Wallace, Earl Cain, Dewey Cain, Nellie Cain, Clyde 
Cain, Stamie Cain, Hobart Barnard, Willie Barnard, Grover Barnard, 
Hugh Barnard, Daisy Cain. School closed March 11, 1904. 


Register of Public School in District No. 3, County of Iredell, 
White Race, State of North Carolina, commencing December 1904. 
Teacher: Rosa Coffin. Teacher’s salary: $22.00 per month. Books 
used: Beuhler’s Grammar, Hyde’s Lessons in English, Cowlow & Ed- 
ward’s Arithmetic, Holmes Readers, Maury’s Physical Georgraphy, 
Moore’s History of North Carolina. 


Names of pupils: Lillie Barnard, Grover Barnard, Hugh Barnard, 
Willie Barnard, Phillip Barnard, James Reavis, David M. Reavis, 
George Reavis, Bruce Reavis, Minnie Reavis, Carl Reavis, Nellie Cain, 
Stamie Cain, Clyde Cain, Daisy Cain, Earl Cain, Dewey Cain, Fairly 
Wallace, Neelie Wallace, Reatha Wallace, Bertha Wallace, Annie Wal- 
lace, Joe Grose, Harrison Grose, Moody Grose, Dallas Grose, Roid 
Grose, Rhoda Reavis, Amanda Hampton, Nora Hampton. 


This is the last register the writer was able to find, the next is 
a census of 1920. 


Eagle Mills Township, District No. 3, Iredell County, White Race. 
Pupils from 1905 through the remaining life of the school in 1926: 
Mary Lee Barnard, Paul Barnard, Dollie Cain, Beulah Cain, Guy Cain, 
Bessie Cain, Lillian Cain, Roscoe Cain, A. J. Cain, Ethel Cain, Berton 
Cain, Paul Cain, Coram Cain, Erma Cain, Edna Cain, Roosevelt Cain, 
Ivy Cain, Odelle Cain, Johnnie Cain, Lizzie Grose, Tracy Grose, Ottise 
Grose, Mae Grose, Rachel Nelson, Sanford Nelson, Lucille Cain, Lora 
Harris, Claude Harris, Alfred Harris, Bertha Harris, Bessie Harris, 
Nizzie Renegar, Hobson Harris, Thelma Harris, Willard Harris, Flauda 
Harris, Vallie Jones, Elias Jones, Lewis Jones, Bruce Jones, Theodore 
Jones, Fred Talley, Alfred Talley, Stella Talley, Pauline Cain, Graham 
Weoten, Elsie Grose, Mamie Wooten, Vallie Bennett, Earlie Bennett, 
Turner Bennett, Mary Bennett, Blanche Bennett, Jettie Bennett, George 
Wallace, Ola Wallace, Sidney Wallace, Luther Wallace, Binkley Wal- 
lace, Lacie Wallace, Merlie Wallace, Isor Steelman, Eldon Steelman, 
Elsie Steelman, Reevie Steelman. 


In 1865 every bank in North Carolina had to close its doors and 
according to Hill’s Young People’s History of North Carolina page 349, 
during the period of Reconstruction the white children found no 
school doors open to them. The Freedmen’s Bureau and private gifts 
fiom the North furnished schools for the colored children, therefore 
they had a school before the white children in this community. It 
stood just across the road from Pleasant Hill Baptist Church (colored) 
in a village known as Cuba on Highway 21, and their teacher’s name 
was Mr. Evans. Pleasant Hill Church was built during slave time, 
and New Hope Baptist Church (white) in this community was built 
in 1902. Up to the present date of 1965 there has never been any 
friction between the white and colored people in this community. 
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Steelmans School Reunion 


The second Sunday in August of 1965 Miss Della Arnold and 
Mr. Bruce Reavis, two of the four remaining teachers, met with the 
Steelmans students in a reunion at New Hope Baptist Church in Iredell 
County. Some of the students attended the morning service and the 
pastor, Rev. Paul Moore, asked each one to take part in the service. 
One of the students said it was the first time she had been to New 
Hope in forty years. 


At noon some of the students had a picnic dinner on the church 
ground with Miss Della Arnold present. Others attended a birthday 
dinner for Mr. R. H. Cain who was 81 years young and a student of the 
first Steelmans teacher. After a great fellowship at both places, they 
all met back at the church for the school service with Mr. Cain present. 
Mr. T. G. Wallace, who is 95 years young and so far as the writer 
knows is the oldest student living (he attended the first school at 
Steelmans), was not able to attend the reunion, Mrs. Katy Grose and 
Miss Suda Reavis, two of the four oldest students, were not able 
to attend. 


At 2 p.m. the students, their relatives, and friends met in the 
church for service. The meeting was called to order and prayer by 
the pastor. The congregation sang ‘Precious Memories,” directed 
by Alfred Talley, then the service was turned over to the chairman, 
Rev. Nelson Caudle, who called for Miss Della Arnold to make the 
first talk as she was the teacher of this school in the year of 1905. 
She told of some of her experiences in her first school. Mr. Reavis, 
another one of the teachers, compared the early days with the present. 
The older students were very much amused when they thought of how 
they would run to see an automobile pass along the road as they 
remembered so distinctly the first one they ever saw. The secretary, 
Tracy Grose Caudle, read a short history of the school and Mr. Alfred 
Talley sang a solo about the steps getting slow and feeble, which was 
so appropriate for the occasion. Each student told of some incident 
that happened during their happy school days. 


At the close of this great service the pastor invited the students 
and teachers to come back and have another reunion any time they 
wished. They said they would like to meet next year. 


The congregation sang “God Be With You Till We Meet Again,” 
then the chairman dismissed by prayer. 


In closing this little book the writer would like to say she has 
tried to do the best she could, and hopes her fellow school mates 
enjoyed her feeble efforts. 


TRACY CAUDLE 
R.F.D. 2, Box 57A 
Elkin, N. C. 
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